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Niagara Wheatfield 
Central School District

Bus Drivers (paid training) 
3-Hour Monitor Positions (3) at the High School

Cook Positions (2)
Teacher Aide Positions (3)

Clerical (2)

Substitute Teachers
Substitute Bus Attendants

Substitute Aides 

Substitute Cleaners

Questions:  Contact Thomas Stack, Assistant Superin-
tendent for Personnel & Pupil Services at 716-215-3009.

EOE

Now Hiring for the following positions:

QUEEN CITY TAXI 716-472-0855
SERVING BUFFALO, ERIE COUNTY AND WNY!

 24/7 SERVICE - WE GO ANYWHERE US AND CANADA CALL AHEAD FOR AIRPORT SERVICE
SERVICE AVAILABLE TO BUFFALO, NIAGARA FALLS, ROCHESTER, TORONTO AIRPORT 

QueenCityTaxi.net
$5 OFF to the Buffalo Airport with this ad

HOURS: MONDAY & SATURDAY 9AM TO 3:30PM / TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 10AM TO 6PM

Bring in Those 
Cans & Bottles & 
Receive an Extra 15% 

3628 Ransomville Road (Next to Rite Aid)

Bring In Your Wine Bottles too!

Now thru August 31

Porter Empty Return Center
(5¢ each up to 20 per visit!)

Emerson, Old Fort Niagara recognized for service 

BY TOBY JEWETT
PHOTOS BY WAYNE PETERS

July was an exciting month for 
Old Fort Niagara and Executive 
Director Robert Emerson, as all 
aspects of OFN’s functions were 
acknowledged.

On July 27, Old Fort Niagara 
received two grants for a total of 
$150,000. One grant of $75,000 
came from Parks and Tails New 
York, a nonprofi t organization; and 
the second, for an equal amount, 
came from the Niagara Greenway. 
These two grants are to repair the 
North and South Redoubts built 
by the British in 1770 and 1771. 
The building’s design incorporates 
both Georgian and Asian architec-
ture, which was a popular design 
at the time. Both of these buildings 
were actively involved in the War 
of 1812.

On July 28, Emerson was award-
ed the Ordre National Du Mer-
ite (National Order of Merit) by 
French General Counsel Jeremie 
Robert for his work in preserving 
history at Fort Niagara and the 

area for the past 26 years. Being 
awarded the French Merite badge 
is a huge honor for Emerson, and 
signifi es French-American friend-
ship. 

Old Fort Niagara has a long his-
tory, with its grounds occupied 
over time by the French, British 
and the United States. The fort 
has withstood the French and In-
dian War, Revolutionary War and 
the War of 1812. The buildings 
occupying the fort grounds today 
are original and among the oldest 
on Lake Ontario, with the French 
Castle built by the French in 1726 
and the “newest” building being 
the brick wall/casemates, started 
during the Civil War in 1863.

Today, Old Fort Niagara has two 
major functions. The fi rst is to tell 
the story of the fort and the peo-
ple who occupied it during nearly 
300 years. This is done through 
outreach to schools, and reenact-
ments of period military life and 
battles – including the French and 
Indian War, Revolutionary War, 
War of 1812 reenactments, as well 

as special events such as “Soldiers 
through the Ages” and French 
Day, to name a few. These events 
are presented by a group of dedi-
cated staff and volunteers.

The second is to preserve and 
maintain the important buildings 
and grounds. Both are equally im-
portant.

Emerson has been successful in 
both telling the history/story of 
Fort Niagara, and in taking care of 
these important, historical build-
ings and grounds.

He has served as the executive 
director of Old Fort Niagara since 
1996. During that time, Emerson 
and his family have been actually 
involved in telling the story and 
safeguarding the site. He has de-
veloped programs, hosted reenact-
ments, written numerous papers, 
and developed a knowledgeable 
staff.

Emerson has also worked tire-
lessly to receive grants to aid both 
in programs and maintaining the 

buildings. 
During the French and Indi-

an War reenactment, held over 
the Fourth of July weekend, the 
French, British and Native Ameri-
can reenactors honored Emerson 
for his many years of hard work in 
developing and hosting the largest 
French and Indian War reenact-
ment in the country.

This year, more than 600 reen-
acts took part in the event. Emer-
son was presented a commemo-

rative shadowbox and a $3,000 
donation to the Fort in his honor. 
His wife, Kate, was honored with a 
beautiful reproduction glass vase 
and 26 roses. Children Will and 
Suzannah were honored for their 
lifelong involvement at the Fort. 

Both recognitions Emerson re-
ceived were well deserved. To see 
the results of Emerson’s work, and 
learn some French, British and 
American history, come and visit 
Old Fort Niagara. 

Above: French Consul General Jeremie Robert presented Robert Emerson, ex-
ecutive director of Old Fort Niagara, the Ordre National Du Merite, or Nation-
al Order of Merit. This award is in recognition of Emerson’s work to preserve 
the French heritage at the fort during his 26 years of service there. • At right, 
Emerson is pictured with state and local offi cials at the recent check presenta-
tion on the fort grounds. Old Fort Niagara was awarded $150,000 in funding 
from Parks & Trails New York for the Historical Structures Preservation Project.

Community Missions launches ‘Girls Circle’ at Kenan Center
Community Missions launched 

its “Girls Circle” at the Kenan 
Center, marking the girls empow-
erment program’s fi rst foray into 
eastern Niagara County. Sessions 
are held Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings throughout August.

Community Missions began of-
fering “Girls Circle” in 2016, thanks 
to funding from the Niagara Area 
Foundation, a division of the Com-
munity Foundation for Greater 
Buffalo. The program is designed 
to foster self-esteem, help girls 

maintain authentic connection 
with peers and adult women in 
their community, counter trends 
of self-doubt, and allow for genu-
ine self-expression through verbal 
sharing and creative activity. 

Over the past fi ve years, the 
program has served a wide vari-
ety of ages in the Niagara Falls 
City Schools and has been funded 
through a 21st Century Grant. A 
second grant from the Niagara 
Area Foundation provided fund-
ing for this summer’s expansion to 

Lockport, and other necessities.
“We are so pleased to partner 

with the Kenan Center to offer 
‘Girls Circle’ to the Lockport area,” 
said Elizabeth Freiburger, “Girls 
Circle” lead facilitator. “We have 
had great success in the Niagara 
Falls schools with the program, 
and there has been interest in ex-
panding for some time. We want 
to thank the Niagara Area Founda-
tion for their continued support of 
the young women throughout the 
county that will benefi t.”
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